
Repairing Home folder permissions in macOS under SIP

Misbehaving app/etc.
User error
Malware
Out of control software
Cosmic rays etc.

Changed permissions of settings 
and other files in
/Users/[username]/Library
or
/Users/[username]

System Preferences in Preferences don’t stick

Dock settings don’t stick

App windows re-open when they shouldn’t

Asked for admin username and 
password when changing files in ~/

macOS reports it needs to repair your Library

Can’t save changed documents 
because file is locked, or you don’t 
have permissions

Preview, TextEdit, App Store apps 
crash when opened

Startup disk has no more space for 
app memory, when there is plenty 
of space still available

Activity Monitor shows Safari or 
SafariDAVClient is using excessive 
system resources, e.g. memory

Poor performance generally

iTunes refuses to sync a device

Imported photos/videos won’t 
appear in Photos library, or you 
need to update/reselect library each 
time you open Photos

Select Home folder in Finder
File > Get Info dialog
Set your username to owner (top) with Read & Write access
Select Apply to enclosed items… in popup menu

Run PermissionScanner on
/Users/[username]/Library
or
/Users/[username]

/Users/[username]/Library/Containers
always returns many files which you 
can’t correct (and shouldn’t try to)

What about global settings in /Library?
Consider running PermissionScanner 
on /Library

or

optional

Correct individual file/folder permissions

© 2020 EHN & DIJ Oakley
https://eclecticlight.co

log out, then log back in again,
or restart


